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REPORT 

OF THE SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO INQUIRE 
AND REPORT IN REGARD TO THE DISPOSITION OF CER- 
TAIN PUBLIC PROPERTY ON HAND AT THE EVACUATION 
OF COLUMBIA AND THE SURRENDER OF GEN. JOHNSTON'S 
ARMY- 

The Special Joint Committee appointed at the Regular Sesaion of the 
General Assembly in 1865 <'to inquire and report at the next session of the 
General Assembly what has betsome of the public property remaining in the 
hands of the officers of the State, at the surrender of General Johnston's 
army in May last, and more particularly what disposition has been made of 
th6 public property removed by the Quartermaster-General, Commissary- 
General and Ordnance officer from Columbia in February last, previous to 
the entrance of General Sherman's army into the said city" have performed 
the duty assigned thetn and beg leave to 

REPORT: . 

At the first meeting of the Committee late in December, 1865, it was as- 
certained to their surprise, that up to that time, a large number of tbe most 
important officers of the State Government, during Governor Magrath's ad- 
ministration had not made any official report for the year 1865, either to the 
Executive or to the Legislature, as required by law, of the condition and 
management of their respective offices. 

Your Committee therefore cletermined that the first thing proper to be 
done was to^ummon, either through the newspapers or by personal notice, 
all the officers of the State Government who had charge of State property at 
the time of the evacuation of Columbia, or at tbe surrender of the General 
Johnston's army, to make a full and detailed report in writing ojf the man- 
agement and disposition of suoh property to your Committee by or before 
the fourth Monday in November last. Most of these officers responded 
promptly to the Committee, and in some cases wh^rethe Committee deemed 
it advisable, certain of the officers as well as a few private individuals were 
brought before the Committee and orally examined. 

From all the information thus obtained, it appears to admit of no doubt 
but that Columbia was evacuated in great haste and confusion^ without any 
settled plan, or controlling head, to direct the eonduct of affairs. Each officer 
of the State Government appears to have acted upon his own responsibility 
in determining when to leave the city, whither to go and how to get trans- 
portation. Each functionary appears likewise, to have been left pretty much 
to himself in deciding what property to remove, and how to dispose of it after 
removal. In this connection, the Committee feel it their agreeable duty to 



make honorable mention of the nnivenallj ooncarring testimony as to the 
laborious efforts of Mr. Auditor. Tapper to save the State Archives. But 
for his wise forethought and untiring zeal, it is very questionable if most of 
ihe public repprds would not have shared the Mine fateK)f nearly all theState'a 
perishable property in jClolMmbia* 

Ydur Committee are charged by ihe resolution oppcmitnig tiiem,. Lit. to 
inquire and report generally what has become of tlie publie prop^ty, remain- 
ing in the hands of the officers of the State at the surrender of Oen. John 
slon'suripy; and 2od« To ascertain more j^ar^ictiforj^ irbat disposition Las 
been ^ade of the public property removed by. the Qi;artermaster-General« 
Oonxmissary-GeoeraI|and Ordnance officer fi'om Columbia; previouf to the- 
entrance of Qe^n. Sherman's army into the said city, ^ ' , . . 

i^ach of the officers just named^ whose opndupti, as to the property in his 
handS; at the evacuation of Columbia, is specifically .to be invest^ated^ has 
made ^separate report to the Committee and these reports^in the judgment 
of jQur Committee, ought to be read in full to the Generfil Assembly as a 
simple act of justice to the officers in question. With this view,, your Cobi- 
mittee have annexed hereto, a copy of said Heports, marked 

Exhibit A, Ordnance Officer's iEleport* 

Exhibit B, Commissary General's Report. 

Exhibit C, Assistant Commissary-General's Report. 

Exhibit]), Qtiartermaster-Gener&.fs Report. 

Exhibit E, Quartermaster-General's last cash acQonnt. 

There is nothing in the Ordnance Officer's Report woilhy of commient; 
but the Reports of the Commissary-General and his assistant disclose facts 
well calculated to, provoke criticism. The Commissary Depaitment saved 
non6 of its valuable stores on hand, at the c^vacuation of Columbia, except 
as win be more fully explained presently. The Commissary-General assigns 
t\» causes for this. 

' 1st. Because he did not receive any orders to remove his stores; and 2nd. 
Because he could get no adequate transportdthn in time, after ascertaining 
"that the 6ther departments were riBmoving Ihfeir effects.*' 

Only two car loads of the stores of this department were saved from de- 
struction at the sacking and burning of Columbia, and these two car loads 
had as Well been destroyed also, as for any good they did the State. They 
were preserved in Columbia onl^ to be carried to Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and there disposed of in a ' tudntier very remarkable, to say the least of it. 
One car load; it is alleged, was Appropriated by thieves, robbers and raiders, 
in the vicinity of Charlotte, while the other was sold for the most part to 
•Messrs. Stenhouse & MbCaulay for Confederate treasury notes; or rather to 
jise the precise words of the Coipm^ssaiy-General, the stores were "placed 
'In the hands of Messrs. Stenhonse & McCaulay, merchants in that city fcr 
sale'^ to prevent them Min^ into the hands o^ the enemy, or being raided 
upon by our own people. 



Baive^B t1|e ^&lrli Jebimry, ^nd tka 4ih Aprils 1865^ all theae siorea wexe 
sold for the aggregate amount of ($102,^71.^0) one hundred and two thou* 
sand, sis bondred.f pd seventy-Que dollara aad fiftQr cento, less commi8Bi9n8 And 
charges for qelliug^ :AH)^oagb ($67,924) sixtjwMTen thousand, nine hun* 
df^4 and.lweutyi-feav dp^krs of the stcnfes were sold daring the single day. of 
2&th iP'«bi«M!y, 1^65, yet only twenty thousand dpUiurs. ($20,000) of the 
money iraaeTerooHeeted by tti^'Gonmissary^QeQenily or his agent duriog 
the «s|ijry«Bd:the.S^^isAOW.>il^med thi^tt4». Messrs. St^ousf & Mc- 
Caulay «k«v^#>.b^iloa 4i|e the. State oC ($74^421^50) ae¥enty^four thou; 
sand foitr huif^red AKfl t^entywoue dajjais and fifty ceoto, i^ Confederate 
treamiry.notfw, ,Yhi<A stiU'rcmajyos.in their jumd^f; . 

The ^9^01^ pai»^ridlj^piwiwlitt9tit99l£9 .Why did nol^^e Assistant Commis^ 
sary GenertJ vef^uiiie payneiit.lef io^. l^ft$t the full amou^nt of stores so^ the 
veiy da^ tbejr w^r^ deli?efed to St^pfrouBe fi MoCaulay ? It is too. evident 
that:tiie Assistant Commissary made l^t haste to sell all'the stores 1^ had 
in hand^ immediately on his arriyal in Cbaflptte^ yet it is well known that no 
detachment of th^i.^Aemy ever reaich^d Charlotte, until some time after the 
surrender of Qeq* Johnston's arpiy. Thero ms an absolute necessity too, 
for promptly eolleqting the State fi^ndp iotl^ hand^ of Stenhouse & MoCau- 
lay, to me^ thademvindB i^n die Commissary Geqera^, after the evaouati^ 
of Columbia, not only to feed the StfM troops^ but eldoto relieve the 4is4re8s 
of the famisbing people of th% State. . Jn a feyr. words, the Commissary 'Be- 
partuvdut, 9ot only failed tp save any stores for distribution — not only failed 
to.colle^t in^ tio^e, the fttf>4s :]>^hng^g:to: ^he Stat^i arising from the ill-ad- 
vised sale of her. stores;, b^ tbo said department actiu|ij% leaves the State im 
debt^ for the pureh90e of pupplies that were not paid for before the 8urreode% 
and which will d^ui^less furpish the gro^md for a valid ^laim against |ihe 
State hereafter. Itfis due. the Qommissary Geueral, however, to remark, 
that his As^tjant, Capt..Chjietzber|;,,seenuito have been guided by his awfi 
discretion in selling tlw stores^ f^t Qbarlotte, sfs well aa in oollectipg, pr ^ing 
to eolleot the prooee4s!in 4^ime; y/df^it is due ^o tr\ith, 9iap^ tp state, that, not 
only the Ci/i^missj^ry General, h^ the Quaxteri^iaster GenenU, likewise, as 
well as other Heads of ]Q(ureaiia^ ^Qd D^artmeots of . the State GovemmeQ,t» 
at the evaoqation of Columi^ia^ evi,4eo^y allowed too much latitude of action 
to their subalterns, especially to those who traveled in the direction of Charr 
lotte, and st^l mora especially to such^ encountered Messrs. Stenhouse & 
MoCaulay on the way,. r .., i .. . i . , , 

The State property fe^ved by the Qqartermaster Genera^ oonaista.of tbe 
machines for ma^u&cturing Cards, (four dollars apd seventy-five cents in 
specie, fiyiC hundred ^y-one dollars and forty cento in greenbacks, and a 
promissory note oo Stenhouse &. McCaijdey for ($34^90) thirty-four thousaml 
eight hundred and nine^ dollars^. The Quartermaster General intimates in 
his Report to your Como^ttee, that he wouU I^ave saved much more of tl^ 
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property 1ft 'life hitt'd* at the evacuatioftof Coluitafbii, if he had net be^ de- 
prived of his traiwpottation, in the following manner : 

" On Tuesday night the 14th February, by order of His Excellency the 
GTovernor, nineteen (19) mules and horses were turned over to Capt. B. F. 
Evans for the purpose of ehanging Ifhe position, and removing^ Ihe several 
batteries near Oolunibia. trhei?e %inelieen (19) mules and hot^f^ We^e not 
returned and none of them were ever recovered by this l)epartmeiit.". 

Neither Governor Magratb, nor Capt. Evtms^ has thought fit 'to mak<e any 
statemeikt either to your Onnmittee or to any other officer of- the State Qov- 
^rnment, tA to what disposition was made <}f these mules and hones. ^ Your 
Committee regret that tlily have not had tim« sibee the Veeeption: of the 
Quartermaster G-enerars Report, to communicate With elt^ei^ <3^ov(»rnot* Ma- 
grath, or Capt. Evans. In this «onneotlen, your Oommij;tee »ko think it 
comes within the purview of their duties as prescribed by tho Eesolotien 
appointing them, to inform the General Asseiobly, that as yet, none of the 
Becords belonging to the Executive Department of the State Government 
bav^ been turned over to the present Governor. Your Committee have 
made diligent inquiry as to the' whereabouts of said Recoi^i withicmt meet- 
ing with the slightest success-, Sbd it is understood that an ap|^iea%l<fti of the 
present Executive to Governor Magrath, for somerintoteatidn in regard to 
said Archives, has been equally unavailvng. 

After the Quartermaster General was deprived of his 'teams in th^ manner 
indicated, he wa&( compelled, as he says in his report, to.«hip many^f his 
most valuable stores, blankets and shoes (number not known,) by the Char- 
lotte and South Carollink Railroad, of whii^h he eould never more hear any 
-thing, although he titnt a special^ agent j Mr. E. W. Marshiill, not with the 
stores, but to inquire for them at the different depots along the entire line of 
Railroad. As these stores* wera started in' the direction '<)f Charlotte, it is 
highly probable, that Messrs. Stenhouse & McCaulay, "cobld give some in- 
formation in regard to them. Frokn numerous facts Whioh have come to the 
knowledge of your d6mm'ittee,Mthey are persuaded 'that this enterprising firm 
constituted themselves the volunteer general agents to look after all property 
liielonging to the State of 'South Caroliba, sent to, oreven towards Charlotte, 
by the Commissary General, Quartermaster General, Medical* Purveyor, or 
Chairman of the Central Association. 

The Quartermaster General shipped all the machines for making Cards 
and a large lot of manufactured cards, as well as materials used in the Card 
Factory, to Charlotte, in charge of Mr. DtlBose, who had been an operative 
in the card factory. (This young man was authorized to exercise his own 
Judgment in preserving or selling the property, and unfbrtunately for 
the State, he fell into the hands of' the liberal minded, patriotic Sten- 
house & !l^IcCau1ay, who persuaded him that the very best thing he conld 
do with the uaanufactured cards waa to sell them to said firm, for ($42,751) 
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forty-^wo t]|o^saDd seven fauodrediiiidfifty^ne.do^lfKTSi ia Confederate cur- 
rency, of which (S7|B6l) v^ere paid i^ cosh, and a note d%ted 1st Marcht, 
18.65, payable thrfe months afler data tp the Quaxtermaater General of South, 
Oarolioa, w^ given for the balance. Thia note aa before said, is now in the 
hands of the Quartermaster General. Whe^iher or not, Messrs. Stenhouse & 
MoCaulay are. liable at all for Ae paymont of thia note, and if liable, for what 
amount, involves some nice points of law,, upon .which your Committee do not. 
venture any of Inion. 

Your Committee recommend that the Quartermaster Geihsral be required, 
to deliver this note to the Governor^ and that the Go^exnor be authorized to- 
have suit brought upon the note If he should think it advisable. .Your Com^ 
mittoe are reliably informed that Messrs. St^house & MoCaulay are not qnly^ 
responsible, for a reasonable amount of lapneyv but tbaf they are at this time 
engaged in a large Commission Busiiiefls in the City of New Yori^ aofd >«(iald« 
ing a vaat amount of funds. They «iro said to be honest Scotsmen, aad-are^ 
represented to have been si^U shof^keepe];a in the.toifii ofrl^ureoBville^ 3. 
C. at tha breaking out of the wan Your Cqmmittee 'have no doubt of the^ 
entire accuracy and truthfulu^sa ,of thp Quartermaster General's repoct, ye^^ 
the Committee feel, obliged to call attention to the fact that at the very tisnoi 
1st March, 1865, w|^en Stenhouse, & McC^^uli^y gave D^uBoae their uota for) 
the manu&oture4 cardS) t|ift &(m hfid i^ ihffi^ hands,. facpording:t9 the Bof 
port^ the Conu^gjfssary Gfm^lj^.mwe tl^fni^isijLffibi^cy.of fif^ds, faelooging. 
even to the State of South Carolina, arising from the sale of her ConnniaMMry: 
stores to h^ve paid BoBoso ,tha;full ameni^t of ^le- purchase^ money, for l^e 
cards. .This fact alone, pnockiimB that Stenl^qose A MoCanJLay earned oat 
varied and large speculations, even upon credit, {^t^hfarlotte, near the -01080 > 
of the war, with at least the subaltern lofficiBrs.pf the Coipmis^ary and Qnar«j 
termaster Geoer jl's Depa^tm^ts pf ,Qouth . Carolina, p Your GouuBAttee^ 
through want of time And a pressure «f lother duties 'havo not beea'abJle toi 
examine either Ci^^. t3h]reitzberg, tho^'sistanit Commissary General^ or 
Messrs. DuBose and MarBh^l9..the apecialiagiao^ta of the Quartermastfif G9n*v 
eraL ' •• :i; - ■ f ' • •.•.•'•; 

After the surrender of G«u«' Johaaton's a^my^ tl^ machines {fj^^'m^^iog, 
cards were tucned over by Mr^ SuBos^i th|e §pfecial agent who had them iu; 
charge, to Mr« Jamiis G, G:lbbes9at Chester, hy;order of governor Magrath^ 
who gave Mr. Gibbes permL^ion to use theo^, without, making any speoifia 
contract, osi^ly stipulating that he shouU.give |tha State aomeit^ng for their 
use. Your Con^i^teo,eza9:ai^ed,Mr. Gibbes -personally, and obtain^ from, 
him the following facts: jr. i > 

There are nine of the anaohkies for mailing either cotton or. W09I cards.) 
They were all out of order when Mr. Gibbes got. possession of them^ being: 
more or less injured by exposure to bad weather or by the depredations of 
curiomi and disboneat persons. Tfar^ 9f the machines are sUU oub-of x^spair^' 
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the J having been so badly injured/ tbaf Mr. Gibbes has ndt feltbimself 
justified in incwring tbe expense^ fi^ceissary to put tbem in order. The 
other six machines are now ih good ninning plight, and hare lately been 
piit tip l)y Mr. Gibbes in the factory of Col. Childs, near Columbia. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Gibbes' statement, it cost him abbitt (J1,000) one thousand dol- 
lars, to put the machines iti working order. He has been runnitrg them in 
the manufacture of cards ever since the surrender of our armies, until within 
the last three or four months. He says, that during all that ti&ie there hag 
been but little dAaand for cards, and that there is even still less demand for 
them now than ev^r ; and, that owing to this fact, he has determined to try 
the experiment of using the machines to niake what is called " Card Clothing, 
fdr tiianufacturing purposes.*' That if the machines can be turned to good 
account, as he hopes and believes, ito the manufticture of card clothing, then 
he will be able to pay the State a -good hire for them, ot a good prieie in 
j^urckaie bf them. -He thinks' ihat if they were forced bn'the marlef now, 
the machines would bring but a tery small sum bf mdney. Be also informed 
the Cbmmittee that he has on hand (1000) bee thbusanS' pairs of cards,' 
nfHJiout backs, which' be is ready to turn over to the State fbr the use of the 
maehiues up to this thne. Mr. GJbbes' assured* your Committee, that running 
the bard machines has not paid him any profit, and thi^t-he is ready to sur* 
render or dispose of them iu iMhatever nianiier thA General Assembly may 
^reel.'' Eabh machine brigtntdVjr cost abotitr(flfl^)^ one h^dred dollars in 
Englarid.' ' • '•■-■• ^ .r .') .- ^, •• 

' Your Committee invite ifae^eci^^'Mtention|of thb Oeiieral Assetobly to 
the (!)a8h Account for coin and United States Currefacy of the Quartermaster 
Genefr^l, hereto appended, markbd " Bihibit'Ei** By an inspection of this, 
it wilf bb seen that he has In his hands at this' time (84.75^ four dollars and 
^venty*five cents in specie, being tlie Unexpended balance 6f * (JlOO) one 
hundred dollars in specie received at diffbi^ent times from the State Auditor ; 
and that he also has (9451.40) four hundred and fifty-Ohe dollars' and forty 
cents' In greenbacks, the balanee bf prbceed^ arising from the sale of mules 
and wagons belonging to the State, after the surrender of our armies. Out 
oC'thitiiKiin he blaims payment '6f hid'sfcUi^, bbth' as Quartermaster General 
and tts l^periutendent of thel Qftrdf atd!tbry,^om the dsitbof hi^ commission, 
lOlh of January, ft 65,. until tte resignaiion of Governor Magrath, ot until 
imeh other time as the Legislature mi^ deterrmine. 

Your Committee do not undertake to expi'bssfitny opinion on thto subject, 
ittoept'to suggest a doubt of the Quattei'mast^ GeneM being entitled, as a 
matter of right, to any salary or compensation whateve'i^^ as Superintendent 
of the dard' Factory. The Superiittfendent off theKJkrd Factory was not^ at 
tny time- a salaried officer ; nor WassticB Superintcindett ever paid anything 
fer his sbi^ices, until the tegular sessibn lof the LegisTature ib 1B64, when a 
sp^oitel appropriation was made to paj^ fhb Chairman of the I^oard of Visitors 
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of tbe State Military Academies aad theSaperiptQiideQt of ihe Ca^d Factory 
both of which offices were then filled by Gea. James Jones, who was also 
Qoartermaster General at the same time. 

But while your Comn«ittee forbear to indicate any date at which the Quar- 
termaster Glenerars salary should cease to accrue, they yet unanimously de- 
clare the opinion, that he ought to have dra^n hip salary for the first quar- 
ter of the year 1865, in Confederate money, and that he now has no valid 
claim against the State fortoearages of salary beyond the 1st of April, 186«^. 
Your Committee therefore recommend that the said officer be required to 
pay over to the Treasurer of the State forthwith, all specie and United States 
currency notes in his bands at this date, without prejudice to his right 
of petitioning the General Assembly hereafter for arrearages of salaiy as 
compensation as Quartermaster General, and as Superintendent of the Card 
Factory. Your Committee take great pleasure in bearing witnesa to the 
frank courtesy with which the Quartermaster General has subniitted the 
books, papeiis, vouchers, etc., of his office to the inspection of the Commit- 
tee, all of which appeared to establish the fact that the office was correctly 
administered down to the surrender of General Johnston's army. It would 
be a waste of labor to audit the accounts of this officer now, as any balance 
which he may owe the State, would be payable in Confederate money, ex- 
cept a small amount of specie and United States currency which h« has in 
his possession. Your Committee, therefore, recommend that upon bis pay- 
ing over to the Treasurer of the State, said specie and United States' cur- 
rency, his official bond as Quartermaster General may ^ be canceled. 
Your Committee further recommend that all the books and records oonneot- 
ed with the said office of Quartermaster General, as also with the offioe or 
Commissary General, be deposited in the office of Secretary of State, for 
safe keeping. In dismissing the Quartermaster GeDeraFs department, your 
Committee take leave to say, that there was one transaction connected with 
the administration of its affairs, during the war, to which your Committee 
at first thought it advisable to make no allusions in this report, but after 
mature deliberation, the Committee have concluded to state the facts to the 
General Assembly. A few weeks before the surrender of General John- 
ston's army, an appeal was made by Governor Magrath and perhaps by the 
Cavalry Generals from this State, to the people and Banks of South Caro- 
lina, for funds with which to purchase horses tor the cavalry of this State in 
the Confederate army. In respouse to this appeal, the Bank Presidents met 
in Columbia and decided to advance ($20,000) twenty thousand dolkni in 
specie or its equivalent in Confederate money to buy the horses. 

At this meeting of the Bank Presidents, resolutions were adopted dcr 
daring that the Banks advanced the money with the express understanding 
(as far as the assent of Governor Magrath could bind the State,) that South 
Carolina should either repay the moneyi or guarantee its repayment to the 
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Banks. Tbese resolntions were published in s circular appeal of the 
Quartermaster-Oeneral, addressed to the people of the State, asking them 
promptly to come forward and sell their horses to equip General Hampton's 
cavalry. Of course, it was generally agreed that the debt thus incurred to 
the Banks was ultimately to be paid by the Confederate Government ; but 
it seems, beyond question, that the Banks advanced the money only upon a 
sort of implied condition, that the State stood security for the debt. 

The whole twenty thousand dollars was paid over by the several private 
Banks to the Bank of the State, who held it on deposit, subject to the order 
of the Quartermaster-General of South Carolina, as your Committee under- 
stand the matter. But Mr. Sloan now claims that he controlled this fund, 
not as an officer of the State of South Carolina, but as a private individual; 
and to use his own words, as <^ Disbursing Agent" appointed by General 
Hampton. If this fund belonged to the Confederate Government then .it 
would seem that neither General Hampton nor the Quartermaster-General 
of South Carolina could have properly controlled it, without some special 
legislation of the Confederate Congress authorizing it. Your Committee 
are not advised of the existence of any such special legblation. Then, if 
the fund belonged to the State of South Carolina, or if those who subscribed 
the fund expected to look to the State for repayment, it appears but fair to 
infer that said fund ought to have been administered at least as a trust, by 
the Quartermaster- General of South Carolina. 

Mr. Sloan infbrmed the Committee, that Governor Magrath expressly re- 
fused to accede to the requirements of the Banks; that he should contract on 
the part of the State to refund the money, and that the Governor should use 
his influence with the Legislature to assume the debt. But this statement 
is at war with the facts set forth in the ^'circular appeal" of the Quarter- 
master-General already referred to. To the fund in question, the Bank o^ 
Charleston subscribed (910,000) ten thousand dollars in specie. The Bank 
of Cheraw subscribed (9400) four hundred dollars in specie. All the other 
Banks paid their quota as agreed upon, in Confederate money. In purchas- 
ing horses with this fund, whether acting as Quartermaster General of South 
Carolina, or as ^' disbursing agent" of General Hampton, or in whatever ca- 
pacity, Mr. Sloan says ho expended about (81600) sixteen hundred dollars 
in gold, and (8133,000) one hundred and thirty-three thousand dollars in 
Confederate currency, and that he purchased many other horses, but did not 
pay for them — that some of these horses were on their way to Columbia at 
the time Gen. Johnston surrendered, and were stolen or captured by either 
our own people or by the enemy. 

The Quartermaster-General thinks that the persons who sold these lost 
or stolen horses, yet have a valid claim against this fund for payment of the 
price agreed upon for their stock. After the war, the Bank of Charleston 
sued the Bank of the State in the Court of Equity for the unexpended bal- 
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anoe of this gold originally subscribed by the former to this fdnd. The 
suit is DOW poDding io Charleston and it is said that the Court has ordered 
the Bank of the State to pay over said unexpended gold to the Master in 
Equity for Charleston District; to abide the result of the suit. The Quarter- 
master General thinks that the parties from whom he bought horses, but 
never paid for them ought to present their claims against this fund, and he 
informed the Committee that he has some thought of participating in the 
Equity suit to represent said claims. 

Such are the facts connected with this transaction, as obtained from the 
Quartermaster General, and from him alone. Your Committee have not been 
able to gather any information whatever on this subject, except from the 
Quartermaster General. He has made no allusion to the matter in his re- 
port to your Committee from prudential considerations, as he says, for the 
rights of the Corporations, and individuals most interested. No other per- 
son but the Quartermaster General has suggested to your Committee, the 
propriety of making no allusion to said transaction in this Bepart, and al- 
though your Committee feel assured that the Quartermaster General was ac- 
tuated by the purest motives in making his suggestions, yet your Committee, 
in view of all the facts, and in justice to all parties in the State, the Banks 
and private persons, have felt it their duty to make the foregoing ezpositioii. 

Your Committee found it a vast field of inquiry to investigate generally 
what has become of the State's property on hand at the surrender of Gen- 
eral Johnson's army, yet the Committee have done their very best to carry 
out the wishes of the General Assembly, and their efforts have not been 
wholly without results. At the close of the war, there was a large amount 
of stores and supplies, mostly obtained by the State Tax in Kind, on hand 
in each District, for distribution by the several Soldiers' Boards of Belief 
for the benefit of soldiers' families. Most of these stores and supplies were 
either distributed among the poor of the several Districts, or they w&ce 
raided upon by our own people, or appropriated by the United States troops. 
However, in Spartanburg and perhaps in some other Districts, there is yet 
on hand, in the possession of the Soldiers' Board of Belief, a small amount 
of State property, such as iron, grain sacks, etc., obtained by the Tax in 
Kind. Your Committee reoomQend that the respective Chairmen of these 
several Boards of Belief shall be authorized to sell whatever State property 
may yet remain under their control, and pay over the proceeds of sale to 
the Commissioners of Poor of their respective Districts. 

A vast quantity of State property and private property too, was a*ppropxi- 
ated in almost every quarter of the State, by United States troops, or by 
persons claiming to act under authority of the United States Government. 
Conspicuously infamous in cruelty and rapacity in this regard, above all the 
officers or pretended officers of the United States Government, was one Mc- 
Mullen, calling himself an ^'Assistant Treasury Agent.'' This man, either 
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in person, or by bis swarms of nnscmpnlons assistants, seized upon all pri- 
yate, or State property, wherever he could find the slightest color of excuse, 
under pretext that it had belonged to the Confederate States. He thus col- 
lected and sold no inconsiderable quantity of State property, especially in 
and around Columbia and Charleston. Among other things, he sold two 
steam engines and sundry old irons at the Fair Grounds, near Columbia, to 
Dr. Bay, for the small sum of ($602.00) six hundred and two dollars. One 
of these engines originally cost the State $5,000, as your Committee are 
informed, and it was used at the State Agricultural Fairs to furnish the 
motive power to exhibit machinery, The other engine was put up at the 
Fair Grounds by the Confederate States, to carry on some sort of manufac- 
ture, upon the condition that the engine and other machinery should revert 
to the State after the war. Under the ciroumstanoes, your Committee do 
not think that the State ou^ht to urge any claim to the latter engine; but 
your Committee are of decided opinion that the State ought to insist upon 
the recovery of her property in the engine that was used at the Agricultural 
Fairs. Dr. Bay first claimed title to said engine in himself as purchaser 
from McMullen. But now, he claims it for the State Agricultural Society. 
Ho had the engine repaired at a cost of perhaps ($700.00) seven hundred 
dollars, and has been running it six months or more, for his private benefit. 
The facts, as stated in regard to this engine, were obtained from William A. 
Harris and James G. Gibbes, Esqrs., State Agents for the recovery and 
disposition of public property. 

After the surrender of General Johnston's army, Governor Magrath ap- 
pointed Mr. James G. Gibbes, General Agent, to collect and preserve or 
dispose of State property to the best advantage for the State. Mr. Gibbes 
assures your Committee that he never received any other State property of 
importance, except the card machines, which he hauled in his own wagons 
from Chester to Columbia. He says that Colonel Haughton, the Commander 
of the United States garrison at Columbia, shortly after the surrender of 
our armies, together with McMullen, the Treasury Agent, disregarded all 
remonstrances in behalf of the State's title to any personal property what- 
ever. During the time that Mr. Gibbes acted as Agent to look after the 
State's property, Mr. William Glaze hauled away from the new State House 
yard, a portable steam engine belonging to the State, that drove the card 
factory, before the evacuation of Columbia. At tho time the card factory 
building was burned, this engine was considerably injured. Mr. Glaze 
hauled it away to his foundry by consent of Mr. Gibbes. The engine was 
originally made by Glaze who sold it to the State for $3,000, as your Com- 
mittee are informed. Glaze, after repairing the engine, has been running 
it for many months. He asserts the right, in part, to retain the engine, be- 
cause tie has some claim or pretence of claim against the State; of what 
character your Committee are not advised. Of course, he ought not to be 
allowed to settle with the State upon his own terms. 
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The General Assembly at its last regular session authorized the Governor 
to appoint a special agent, to look after certain personal property of the 
State^ which had been abandoned by the officers who had it in charge, or 
which had been improperly appropriated by private parties. Mr. William 
A. Harris, of Columbia, was appointed to this office. He has made two 
reports of his official acts, as such State agent, to Governor Orr, a copy of 
which said reports are herewith submitted, marked respectively '^ Exhibits 
F and G." From the reports of this special agent, it appears that he has 
discovered, or thinks he has discovered several four acre lots within the city 
of Columbia, belonging to the State. Whether or not the States title to these 
lots be well founded, your Committee are unable to say, not having had 
time or opportunity to make a satisfactory investigation. Your Committee 
however, are inclined to the belief that the State has a valid title to some 
of the lots in question, and they recommend that the Governor be author- 
ized to take such steps as he may think fit, to establish the State's title to 
the same. There is no doubt whatever of the fact, that the house and lot 
formerly occupied by the Commissary General, is the State's property, and 
this is one of the lots referred to in Mr. Harris' report. 

Mr. Harris has rented the said lot until the first of January next, to some 
person, on condition of the lessee covering one of the buildings that was 
burnt down on the lot at the conflagration of Columbia. This building, af- 
ter being covered, has been used the present year as a Commission warehouse, 
and ought to yield the State a good rent next year. Mr. Harris sold all the 
old brick of the burnt Commissary building, at $9.00 per thousand, to be 
reduced by $3.00 a thousand, for cleaning and hauling the brick. The agent 
doe^ not state to whom he sold the brick, or to whom or when he paid the 
$3.00 per thousand for cleaning and hauling them. Nor has the said agent 
yet paid into the Treasury any of the money arising from the sale of these 
brick. Mr. Harris has, likewise, sold all the iron on the Railroad between 
the new State House and Granby quarry, amounting to 120 tons, as he says 
in his report, for $25 per ton. This iron was sold at private sale, instead of 
at auction, and Without having been appraised, or advertised, as required by 
the bond given by said agent to the State, for the faithful performance of 
his duty. 

Your Committee regret to have, also, to express the conviction that this 
iron was sold much below its market value. Nor has any of the large sums 
of money arising from the sale of this iron been yet paid into the Treasury. 
By the terms of the agent's official bond he is required to pay into the Treas- 
ury, quarterly, all moneys in his hands arising from the sale of State pro- 
perty. 

• Your Committee were not satisfied with the Reports of Mr. Harris to the 
Governor. Nor were they pleased with his statements in regard to his official 
acts when orally examined. From this cause, amongothcr things, your Com- 
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mitfcee determiDed to address a commaoioatioD to Messrs. Cameron, Barclay 
& Co.; to make enquiries in regard to the terms of the sale of the Railroad 
iron. Their letter in reply to the interrogatories of the Committee is here- 
with presented, marked *' Exhibit H." This firm say they purchased 125 
tons of iron from Mr. Harris, instead of 120 tons as named in his report. 
They also state he was paid in cash, and that they hold his receipt, whereas 
he says in his Report, and yerbally stated to your Committee, that the sale | 
was on a credit until the Ist January next. Mr. Harris' explanations when | 
specially examined, are, that 5 tons of the iron belonged to Mr. Green, and 
he admits that he let one of his sub-agents sell all the iron — collect the pur- 
hase money and keep it until Ist January next, as a compensation to said 
sub-agent for hauling the iron to the depot. Doubtless Mr. Harris may meet i 
his obligation to the State Treasury, and the State may not lose any thing; I 
but your Committee could not approve his conduct in this matter, and have ! 
felt it their duty to report the facts. Mr. Harris' official bond is for ten thous- I 
and dollars, with three sureties whose sufficiency has been certified to by the 
Commissioners to approve public securities in Richland District, and the bond 
is on file in the Secretary of State's office. 

This bond was required by Governor Orr, who continued Mr. Harris in 
office, he having been originally appointed by Provisional Governor Perry. 
The General Assembly at different times since the close of the war authorized 
the keeper of the State House and Grounds, and the Commissioner of the 
New State Capitol to sell brick, old iron, and other personal property belong 
ing the to State. It is much to be regretted, that any officer except under 
the immediate direction of the Governor, was ever empowered to sell, or in 
any manner dispose of the State property in and around Columbia. 

Nearly all the iron, brick, stone, lumber, etc., on the State House Grounds, 
or at the Granby qilarry, or at the Arsenal Hill, or else iv here, would now 
be very available in the erection of the Penitentiary. Most of the materials 
just spoken of, have been sold at a great sacrifice generally, and the proceeds 
of sale have not as yet been paid into the Treasury, except a small amount 
by Mr. Niernsie, late Architect and Commissioner of the ^ew State House. 

Shortly before the evacuation of Columbia, the State bad on hand several 
wagons and teams, employed in the construction of the New State Capitol. 
What has become of those mules (twelve or fifteen in number,) and wagons, 
your Committee have not been able to ascertain. Your Committee can fin d | 
no statement of any disposition of them on State account in any of the re- 
ports of the Architect or Commissioner of the New State House. Your Com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolvedf That His Excellency the Governor, be authorized and requested 
to take such action as he may deem necessary to secure the rights of the 
State to the best advantage, in the prqperty referred to in the foregoing report. 
H. L. BENBOW, Chairman House Committee. 
G. D. TILLMAN^ Chairman Senate Committee. 



EXBCIBITS. 



EXHIBIT "A/ 



REPORT of W. O. Ecuouy late an Ordnance officer, Stale of South Caro^ 
liTia, under the reiohuion of the General AssemJ>ly of Sot^ Carolina in 
1865. 

Charleston, S. C, 1 
November 20, 1866 ) 

Messrs. TILLMAN and BENBOW, Chairmen of the Senate and Bouse 
Committees : 
Sirs : Id aooordanoe with the resolatipn of the Legislatare, I have the 
honor to report. That for the want of transportation, but seventy-five thousand 
small arm cartridges, were removed from Colnmbia on the evacuation of that 
city by the State and Confederate forces, and that the said cartridges were 
issued to the army in the neighborhood of Charlotte, N. C. 

The balance of the Ordnance and Ordnance stores belonging to the State 
of South Carolina, were left in the Arsenal in Columbia, S. C, and there de- 
stroyed by Sherman's army. 

A balance of tl,880 is the credit of the Ordnance officer on the books of 
the Bank of the State of South Carolina, April 6, 1865. 
Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

W. G. EASON, 
Late an Ordnance Officer, State of South Carolina. 
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REPORT of Richard Caldwell^ late Commissary- General of South Caro- 
tinaj t0ihe Joint Committee at the Legislature^ September, 1866. 

State of South Carolina, 1 
Columbia, September 22, 1866. J 

Gentlemen : In reply to your inquiries ^'as to what became of the publio 
property remaining in my hands at the surrender of Gen. Johnston's army 
in May last 1865, and more particularly what disposition has been made of 
the public property removed by me, as Commissary-General, from Columbia, 
in February last, previous to the entrance of Gen. Sherman's army into said 
oity/' I respectfully beg leave to make the following report. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY ON HAND, May, 1865. 

The only State property in my possession at the time of the surrendbr of 
Gen. Johnston's army was the lot of land on Main street near Upper or 
Boundary street, upon which the Commissary building and store houses stood 
before the fire, with all the bricks belonging to said buildings. 

This property was taken charge of about a year ago by W. A. Harris, 
Esq., agent of the State, under an appointment from Provisional Governor 
Perry. (See Report to Gov. Orr.) 

For a statement of the loss ot the buildings and stock on hand on the 17th 
February, 1865, 1 would respectfully refer you to the annexed extracts from 
my report to Governor Magrath, dated Spartanburg, April 15, 1865. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY REMOVED. 

At the suggestion of Jas. Tupper, Esq., State Auditor, and in anticipa- 
tion of the removal of the State books, papers and Bank effects from Colum- 
bia, the following provisions were sent by the Charlotte Railroad to Chester 
for the use of the Bank and State officers who might be engaged in the re- 
moval and protection of said property for the benefit of the State : 

2 tierces Rice. 

2 tierces Bacon. 

4 sacks Flour. • 

1 bbl. Lard. 

2 sacks Salt. 

1 tierce Hard Bread. 

1 bbl. Molasses. 

2 bags Sugar. 
2 bags Coffee. 



I Asmy department was engaged An issuing previsioDs to the State troops, 
uptiand during the night before Sherman arrived, I did not leave Colum- 
bia antil the morning of the 17th of February, oonsequentiy the other 
Stafe Officers had preceded me, and on my arrival at Chester, I found that 
theabove provisions had been taken charge of and distributed by the State 
Anditor. 

Od the morning of the 15th of February, I was informed by the State 
Anditor that the Governor had entrusted to him the whole business of the 
removal of the State papers, and that the other departments were removing 
their effects, and that if I wished he would instruct the Quartermaster to 
farDish me with ten car?. Anxious to. do all in my power to save a portion 
of the stock on hand, I accepted his offer and obtained from the Quarter- 
master an order' on the Charlotte Road for the ears. After frequent 8ppH« 
catioos during the day at the Road, I was only able to obtain two of them 
after dark, the balance being in Confederate service. As the Quartermaster 
was unable to furnish me with transportation, I found great difficulty in pro- 
curing it otherwise. The two cars, however, were loaded daring the night 
of the 15th, and reached Chester in safety on the 18th February, in charge 
of Capt. Chrietzberg, Assistant Commissary, but were soon ordered by tho 
agent of the Road to Charlotte, as the Company were anxious to run their 
rolling stock as high up as possible on account of the m&ax approach of the 
enemy. 

As there was no alternative, I requested Capt. Chrietzerg to proceed to 
C!iarlotte in charge of the stores, and there take such measures for their 
preservation and protection as to him might seem proper, and then report to 
lije at Headquarters." 

On the way up, one of the cars was run into and seriously injured, in con- 
sequence of which, man^^of the articles were raided upon and carried off by 
our own people., (See Capt. Chrietzberg's report annexed.) 

On arriving at Charlotte, he considered it advisable, in view of the unset- 
tled state of affairs, and the reported advance of ^e enemy, to offer the pro- 
visions to the Confederate CiHiuiiissary at that place. He aocordingly did 
BO, and sold him 2,080 lbs. bacon, $5 per lb., 910,400.00 which was all 
I thit be wanted. He also sold 110 pair cotton and wool cards, 927 per pair, 
(2^70.00. Not being able to dispose of the balance of the articles he 
placed them in the hands of Messrs. Stenh&ase & McOaulay, merchants in 
tba: city, for sale, this being in his opinion under existing circumstances 
behest that could be done. 

Annexed, you have a copy of their sales showing a balance due the State 
tf $74,421.50 in Confederate treasury notes, which still remains in their 
bands. • 

The amounts received for sales of bacon and cards, as well as the advance 
3 



reooived from Messrs. Stenhouse k HcOitday, bj Gftptain Gbrietzberg, ai^ 
aocoanted for io my aocounts. 

In addition to the aboye report, I beg leave to hand statement of piovia- 
ions pnrehased dnring the months of March, April and May^ 1865, by order 
of Governor Magrath, <<for the relief of the population of tho State \?ho 
are destitute by reason of the invasion of the State" and the disposal of tha 



BUBCHABES. 

From Major Bhett and Captain Wigg, 0. S. A.— « 
2,000 bushels corn, not paid for. 
4,000 lbs. flour, not paid for. 
From J. N. Robson, Agent, €ity of Charleetou, — 
154 bushels com and peas, not paid for. 
330 lbs. bacon, « « 

7,800 lbs. flour, « " 

330 gallons molasses, '< << 

VBOM SUNBBIES. 

« 

45 gallons moiasBes, paid for. 
3,300 lbs. bacon, << 

DISPOSAL. 

Delivered to Messrs. Heyward & Kerrison, State Commissioners at Co- 
lumbia, — 
1,589 bushels eom and peas, J 

3,630 lbs. bacon, 
11,800 " flour, 

375 gallons molasses. 
Sent to <<Distribatbn Committee'' at Winnsboro'. 

129 bushels corn. 
Delivered to Major Sloan, State Quarterm^ter at Spartanburg. 

424 buishels com. 
BatioM issued to river boat hands, — 
12 bushels com. 

All ot whioh is respectfully submitted by 

RICHARD CALDWELL, 
• Late Commissary General, South Carolina. 
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(Copy:) 

KEPOBT OF STOREKEEPER. 

To the Hon. G. D. Tillman, Chairman Senate Committee; and H. L. 
Benbow, Chairman Honse Committee. 

Columbia, April 4, 1865. 

Being left by you on the morning of the iTth February, in charge of th# 
stores and buildings of the State Commissary Department, with instraetions 
to fill all requisitioos made upon the department by the State militia, I beg 
leave to report, that on the morning of that day, the store house was broken 
open by a mob, composed principally of negroes, who soon appropriated to 
tbemselyes a largo portion of the stores in the front store, consisting of rice, 
bacon, molasses, salt, tobacco, corn, osnaburgs, &c. About dark of same 
day, the Yankees broke open the two back stores, and with their wagons re* 
moved such provisions as they stood in need of. 

While this was going on, the soldiers had taken possession of your dwel- 
ling over the front store, and regardless of the presence of the members of 
your family, were ransacking and pillaging your private property. In a short 
time after, the buildings were discovered ito be on fire. A strong wind 
prevailing, they were soon enveloped in flaihes, and every thing in them 
which Yankee rapacity could not take away or destroy, inolodibg your 
private property, was consumed. ... 

Respectfully,. 
(Signed,) SAMUEL ALEXANDER, 



To Col. Richard Caldwell, 

Commissary General^.S. C 



Storekeeper. 



(Copy,) 

r( 
Spartanburg, April 15, 1865. 



Commissary General's Department, \ 



To His Excellency Governor MAOtiAtH; 

I regret that owing to the indisposition of my first assistantCapt. Chrieti- 
berg, and the absence of a portion of the books and papers of the Depart- 
ment, left at ^orkville, I am unable to comply fully with your request as to 
the precise condition of this Department, both before and after the evacua- 
tion of Columbia on the 17th February last. 

For the present, I can only approximate to the loss sustained by the De- 
partment, as per following statement : 
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It is unfortunate tbat so krge a poriioa of the stores should have been 
lost, but as no orders to remove them had been issued to me, I did not feel 
authorized to do so prior to mj interview with the State Auditor on the 
15th February, particularly, as the Department was engap;ed in issuing pro- 
visions to the several regiments of State troops then in the field, as well as 
to the laborers on the defences of Columbia, under Major Niemsie, and had 
also been ordered to provide for the militia, some 5,000 men, expected to 
be quartered in and around Cohimbia. 

All of whioh is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed,) RICHARD CALDWELL, 

Commissary Genend, S. C. 



LIST AND COST OF PROVISIONS, &c., STOLEN AND BURNT 
FEBRUARY 17TH, 1865: 

Salt Pork ;... 1,100 lbs. « 8^00 

Bacon ..-3,800 lbs. 22,800 

lobacco 4,300 lbs. 24,500 

Rye 400 lbs. 45 

Osnaburgs 13,600 yds. 45,000 

Rice 89,000 lbs. 17,800 

Sugar 1,000 lbs. 400 

Vinegar 14 gals. 15 

Ocean Salt 54,500 lbs. 14,000 

Liverpool Salt 63 sacks. 950 

Turk's Island Salt 130 bush. 150 

Molasses 2,900 gals. 29,000 

Brandy 70 gajs. 700 

Whisky 100 gals. 900 

. Corn 500 bush. 5,000 

»164,560 
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(Copy.) 

RICHARD CALDWELL, COMMISSABY GENERAL, S. CAROLINA, 
IN ACCOUNT WITH STENHOUSE k McCAULAY. 
1865. 

Feb'y 25. By sales 5,483 lbs. Rice at Jl.OO $ 5,483 

« « «* "5,991" Bacoaat5.00 29,955 

" " « "1,806" Salt at 1.00 1,806 

" " " "1,534" Coffee at 20.00 30,680 

" 28. " " 148 " Meal 90 

" " " '• 4 sacks Flour at 150.00 600 

" " " " 80 gallons Molasses at 15.00 1,200 

" " " " 605i lbs. Laxd at 5.50 3,827.50 

Marcli5. " " 1,043 lbs. Rice at 1.00 1,043 

« 20. " « 104 lbs Candles at 20.00 2,080 

" « " 1,030 lbs. Coffee at 25 25,750 

April 4tli " " 1 tee rice 657 lbs. at 1.00 657 



$102,671 50 



Feb'y 25th, To cash to Capt. Chrietzberg, $20,000,00 
To drayage and extra labor, 550,00 

To 7i pei;ceot commission, 7,700,00 . 28,250,00 



$74,421,50 



(Copy.) 



Columbia, Jan. 15, 1865. 



Sib: 

I beg leave to report, that during the administration of Provisional Gov- 
ernor Perry, the ruins of the buildings belonging to the State situated on 
the East side of Main street, next to ihe corner of Lumber street, in the 
possession and occupancy of the State Commissary Department before the 
arrival of Genera} Sherman, were taken charge of by Mr. W. A. Harris, as 
agent of the State, under an appointment firom the Provisional Qovemor. 

The bricks are being removed, and the remaining back store has been 
roofed and put in order, and is now used as a cotton warehouse. 
RespeotfuUy, 
(Signed,) RICH'D CALDWELL, 

Late Commissary General, S. C. 
To Governor ORR, Columbia. 
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EXHIBIT " C." 

REPORT of J. R. Chrietzherg, Captain and A, C. G, S. C, relative to 
disposition of Stores sent to CharlottCy N. C, on evacuation of Columbia^ 

s. a 

State of South Carolina, \ 
CtTY OP Charleston, September 15, 1866. J 

Colonel: I beg respe6tfally to report, that in compliance with your order 
of 15th of February, 1865, 1 left the City of Columbia with two cars laden 
with sundry CommiBsary stores, the property of the State of South Carolina, 
on the morning of the 17th of February, 1865, having been detained at the 
Columbia depot of the Charlotte Railroad from the 15th, for want of motive 
power, the same having been taken charge of by the Quartermasters' De- 
partmeut of the Confederate Government, then evacuating the Post. 

Application had also been made for more cars for the use of the State 
Commissaiy Department, but the two furnished, were all that could be ob- 
tained. 

On the 18th, 1 reached Chester, S. C, where I was joined by Lieutenant 
Hernandez, A. C. S. S. C, and there received your order to " proceed 
jointly to Charlotte, N. C, taking such measures for the protection and pre- 
servation of the stores as might seem proper.'^ 

On the night of the 20th, the cars left Chester, in a train containing Con- 
federate stores, for Charlotte. About midnight, a few miles below Rock Hill, 
the locomotive being out of water was compelled to leave the train in search 
of same, and on backing up on her return, the night being very dark and 
no lights on the train, ran into and knocked out the entire end of one of our 
cars, being the first in the train, and so badly damaged it, that it wa» found 
impossible to carry it to Charlotte, loaded as it was. We proceeded to the 
turn-out, shifted the car off, and left it in charge of the station master, to 
be sent for as early as possible. Immediately on arriving at Charlotte, after 
great difficulty in obtaining an engine and car, we sent for stores, when thd 
station master reported that a large detachment of th« Confederate army 
(numbers of whom we had observed on the road,) had made a raid upob the 
stores, which he was powerless to prevent, and curried off the bulk of them ) 
little or nothing remained. 

The other car arrived safely at Charlotte, where we found the bulk of the 
rolling stock and motive powel* of South Carolina and Oeoirgia, mostly laden 
with Confederate Ghovernment stores — every turn-out crowded. Our ear was 
run on a turn-out with the balanee of the tmin, knd it wafl impOi|$)bl^ to shift 
it. On making application to an officer of the Charlotte Railroad to 
run our car up to the depot, he replied, << It cannot be done; but it makes 
little Or no diffcrenjce, for as soon as the enemy advances to within ten 
miles of Charlette, I have orders to burn all the depots, earsj ko," 
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Under these circumstances, and on consultation with Lieut. HernaDdez^ 
we determined that for the interest of the State, it was advisahle to move 
the stores instantly from their location, and tender them to the Confederate 
Commissary at Charlotte first, and dispose of the balance at best prices. Ac- 
cordingly I went up into the town of Charlotte and offered the stores to the 
Confederate Commissary at that post. He wanted only bacon, which wo 
furnished, (quantity not now recollected, but which has been reported to 
you.) I then engaged Messrs. Stenhouse and Macaulay, reliable merchants 
of Charlotte, to take charge and dispose of the remaining stores as rapidly 
as possible, instructing them at the same time to report fully, and account 
to you for proceeds of sales. We delivered the stores to them, taking 
receipts for the same, and having done all we could to protect the interests 
of the State, Lt. Hernandez and myself returned to Columbia. 

All of which is respectfully submittted. 

J. R. CHRIETZBERa, 
Late Capt. & A. C. G. S. C. 

To Lt. Col. Richaed Caldwell, 

Late Com. Gen. South Carolina. 



REPORT of John T, Sloan^ Q. M. G. S. 0., to the Commission under the 
Joint Resolution of the General Assembly ^ December ^ 1865. 

Columbia, South Carolina, 1 
November 26th, 1866. j 
To G. p. TiLiiMAN, Chairman, asid other Members of the Commission ap- 
pointed by virtue of the following resolution paesed by the General As- 
sembly of South Carolina, December I8th and 20th, 1865. 

'^Resolved, That a Commission of three members of this House, and 
two members of the Senate be appointed to inquire and report at the next 
Session of the General Assembly, what has become of the public property, 
remaining in the hands of the officers of the State at the surrender of General 
Johnston's army in May last, and more particularly, what disposition has 
been made of the public property, removed by the Quarter Master General, 
Commissary General and Ordnance Officers, from Columbia in February 
lait, previous to the entrance of General Sherman's army into said city." 

Gentlemen : — In compliance with notice served on me, in behalf of the 
Commission by Hon. H. L. Benbow, in person, September 20th, 1866, 1 re- 
Bpeotfully submit the following 
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REPORT IN RELATION TO THE QUARTER MASTER GEN- 
ERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

The first property of the State, removed by this Department, from the 
city of Columbia, previous to the entrance of General Sherman's army^ were 
the card machines, cards and material on hand. 

These were shipped on the CLarlotte and South Carolina Railroad, Febru- 
ary 12th, 1855, in charge of Mr. F. F. C. H. DuBose, the operator of the 
Factory, with instructions to proceed to Winnsboro, and there to use his own 
discretion^ to prevent the property falling into the hands of the enemy. Mr. 
DuBose, upon the approach of the enemy, removed the property to Chester, 
and thence to Charlotte, North Carolina. 

At this point, finding it impracticable to protect t^e cards from the in- 
clemency of the weather, and depredations of dishonest persons, the cars iu 
which they were, having no cover, he sold them, and returned to this depart- 
ment the proceeds of sale, viz : Seven thousand, eight hundred and sixty-one 
dollars ($7,861) in Confederate currency; and a note, of which the following 
is a copy, 

i Charlottk, March 1, 1865. 

'' At three months after date, we promise to pay J. T. Sloan, Qr. Mas. 
Gen'l of South Carolina, Thirty-four thousand eight hundred and ninety 
dollars, balance bill of cotton cards.'^ 

(Signed) STBNHOUiSE & MACAULAY. 

This note is now in my possession, and subject to the order of the State. 

After the surrender of the Confederate armies, Mr. DuBose returned to 
Chester, still in charge of the card machines and materials, and turned over 
the same, by order of His Excellency Gov. Magrath, to James G. Gibbes, 
Esq., of Columbia. I here remark, that the engine, which drove the Card 
Factory, I have been informed, was turned over, about the same time, to 
the South Carolina Railroad Company. 

At the time the Card Factory was shipped, this Department, had trans- 
portation sufficient to remove its stores by wagons ; and this policy was de- 
termined on, in order to keep the stores within reach of the army; but on 
Tuesday night the 14th February, by order of His Excellency the Governor, 
nineteen (19) mules and horses were turned over to Capt. B. F. Evans, for 
the purpose of changing the position and removing the several batteries near 
Columbia. These nineteen (19) mules and horses, were not returned and 
none of them were ever recovered by this Department. 

The Department was then left with very little motive power, and at the 
request of the State Auditor, was chiefly employed in transporting to the 
Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, the Archives and Records of the 
StatO; including those of the Auditor, Secretary of StatO; Comptroller Oene- 
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ral, Trcaaarcr, Clerks of the Senate and Eepresentatives, CommissioDers io 
Equity^ &c., &c. These Eecords, I am informed, were all saved, aud have 
beea returned to their respective offices. Finding it impracticable to carry 
out my design of transporting the Quartermaster-Gonerars stores from Co- 
lumbia by wagons, several bales, blankets, and boxes of shoes (number n^ 
known,) were shipped on the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, none 
of which WHS recovered by the Department, although a Special Agent (Mr. 
E. W. Marshall,) was sent over the line of Koad in search of the same. 
It is due, however, to the said Kailroad, to state that the Agent, refused 
to receive, load, dr receipt for these stores, so great was the pressure for 
transportation. 

On Thursday, the 16th February, through the energy and perseverance 
of Capt. Kinloch, and Mr. C. S. Jenkins (the Supervisor of the Card 
Factory,) several wagons and teams, were procured from Mr. T. S. Niok- 
erson, and refugees flying from their homes upon the approach of Sher* 
man's aru^y. 

These teams were loaned, and in most cases receipted for, to be returned 
or accounted for ; and I will here take occasion to remark, that after the 
delivery of the stores at Spartanburg C. H., this was done in every case, 
when and where practicable. 

On Friday morning, February 17th, a few hours before Sherman occu- 
pied the city, Captain Kinloch and Mr. Jenkins, left, in charge of these 
wagons, with such stores as they were able to transport, consisting chiefly of 
shoes, blankets, axes, leather, and clothing , and delivered the same as I 
believe, without loss at Spartanburg C. H., the Governor having established 
his headquarters at that place, by order of March 5, 1865. The Cadets of 
the Military Academies, under command of Maj. White and Capt. Thomas, 
and the militia under command of Colonels Goodwyn and Griffin, were as- 
sembled at this place, and to them were iiisued, under requisitions and 
vouchers, herewith submitted : 
797 pair Shoes, 
415 Blankets, 
66 pair Drawers, 
70. pair Pants, 
51 Shirts, 
17 Am, 

Stationery, Forage, etc. 

There was also sold to officen of these commands : 

4 Blankets ' i Accounted for in cash statements. 
The store3 of the Department having been deposited in a room in the 
building procured by the Auditor for the use of the several departments, 
4 
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ihe teams were constantly employed in removing tbe documents of the seve- 
ral State officers ^m Torkrille to Chester, (where they had heen sent by 
rail,) to headquarters ; and in hauling provisions to the boat landings on 
Broad Biver, to be thence shipped by boats to the famishing people of Go. 
tembia. 

His Excellency the Gt>vemory having on the 8th of April, ordered the 
whole command of the State Troops to be re-organized and assembled at 
Greenville C. H„ tbe remaining stores of this Department were removed 
under charge of Capt. Kinloch. and deposited in a secure room, in the 
State Works, at Greenville, under care of the Superintendent. 

A few stores had been left at Spartanburg, under the care of the Assist- 
ant Commissary. 

On the 27th of April, it became evident that the State Troops would not 
he assembled, except the Cadets of the Military Academies, who were now 
in camp, the Governor having determined to return to Columbia. The 
stoics of the Department having been deposited, an inventory of the mules, 
horses and wagons on hand, is as follows : 

In possession of Capt. Kinloch 7 mules and horses, 2 wagons 

In possession of Capt. Thomas' Company.... 6 " " 2 " 

In possession of Maj . White's Company 8 " *' 2 " 

In possession of Col. Griffin 4 « " 1 *« 

In possession of Col. Goodwyn 2 " " 
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In possession of Gov. Magrath 2 " 

In possession of John T. Sloan 2 " " 

In possessibn of Capt. Jones' Company.... .1 " " 

Total 32 7 

Of these the following have been accounted for : 

Captain Kinloch returned to Mr. T. S. Nickerson one horse and one 
wagon; returned to Mrs. Frederick, of Orangeburg, four mules and one 
wagon ; one male and one horse was taken from him at Spartanburg Court- 
house, by United States troops under command of Colonel Palmer. The 
eight mules and two wagons in possession of Major Whitens company of 
cadets, also one mule in possession of Captain Jones' company, were turned 
over to me at Pendleton, May Ist, 1865, which, with the two mentioned be- 
fore, put in my possession eleven mules and two wagons, and a few camp 
vessels of the cadets. 

At this time, United States troops, under command of Colonel Brown, 
were raiding throughout the country, and in order to save this property, I sent 
it to my plantation, and, fortunately, it escaped. Upon the resignation of 
Governor Magrath, and the publication of General Gillmore's order, I loaned 
these mules to returned Confederate soldiers and poor men, as the property 
of the State, to be returned when called for. 
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After coDBuUation with Hon. B. P. Perry, ProYisional Governor, and by 
permission of the commanding officer at Anderson Court House, I collected 
seven of these mules, (one reported dead, two reported stolen, and one being 
branded C. S., was taken by United States military,) and Septemder 5, 1865, 
after due notice, sold them, also the two wagons, at public outcry, to the 
highest bidder, for aggregate gross sum of four hundred and fifty-four dollars 
and forty cento ($454 40.) 

The remaining not accounted for, I have reported to Mr. W. A. Harris, 
the agent appointed by Governor Orr under resolution of the General As- 
eembly. 

I herewith submit statements made up monthly, as required by the State 
Auditor, of the entire cash transactions of this Department since my com- 
mission as Quartermaster General, to wit : January 10th, 1865, showing a 
balance to my credit, on account of the Department in the Branch Bank of 
the State, of one hundred and nineteen thousand four hundred and sixty- 
eight dollars and eighty-ono cento, ($119,468 81) in Oonfederate cur- 
rency. Also, cash statement up to this day, embracing gold and silver coin 
received from James Tupper, State Auditor, and proceeds of sales of mules 
an4 wagons September 5, 1865. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN T. SLOAN. 

ADDENDA. 

Columbia, Nov. 26, 1866. 
The stores deposited in the State works at Greenville fell into the hands 
of United States troops, under command of Colonel Brown, and those de~ 
posited at Spartanburg into the hands of United States troops, under com- 
mand of Colonel Palmer, on Sunday, the last day of April. 1865. 

JOHN T. SLOAN. 
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[COPY.] 

EXHIBIT "F." 

COPY 01 REPORT of W. A, Harris, State Agent Reports what lands 
and lots belonging to the State have been trespassed on, in the city of Co- 
lumbia. 

Columbia, S. C, ) 
October 10, 1866. J 
To HiB Excellency JAMES L. OBR, 

Governor of South Carolina. 

I 

Sir : I respectfully submit to your honor the result of my investigation | 

in discoveriog lands situated in the city of Columbia, belonging to the State, 
and illegally held in possession of parties claiming and exercising ownership 
oyer the same. 

Namely : 1 square, 4 acres, situated on Arsenal Hill, and bounded north 
by Lumber street, south by Richland, east by Wynn, west by Pulaski ; also, 
4 acres below the South Carolina College, bounded north by Divine, south 
by Blossom, east by Main, west by Sumter. One square, 4 acres, situated 
upon the canal, bounded north by Taylor, south by Plain st, east by Pinck- 
ney, west by Congaree river ; also 4 acres, north by Taylor, south by Plain 
street, east by Gist st., west by Pinckney ; also, 4 acres situated in the i 

Southern portion of the city, bounded north by Indigo St., south by Lower { 

east by Henderson street, west by Pickens street. One lot 50x416} feet | 

situated between Richardson and Sumter streets. I 

For the above lands, I have instituted legal proceedings against the claim- 
anti; save last named lot for which there is no claim I3t up. 
Very respectfully,' 

Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] W. A. HARRIS, State Agent. 



[copy.] 

exhibit " a." 

COPT OF REPORT of W, A, Bams, State Agent : 

Columbia, S. C, Nov. 20, 1866. 
To HtB ExcxLLBNCT, JAMES L. ORR, 

Governor of South Carolina: 
In my Report No. 1, to your Excellency, I designated the land or lots 
situated in the city of Columbia as belonging to the State, now in possession 



of parties against whom I haye instituted legal proceedings for their restora- 
tion. I am confident of a successful issue, and especially as to that portion 
recently purchased by the Commissioner to locate the State Penitentiary. I 
have information that induces me to believe that other lots are rightfully due 
the State. The destruction, however, of the public records by General Sher- 
man, renders it almost impossible to trace evidence sufficient upon which 'to 
base an action at law for their recovery. The reports of the Commissioner for 
1848, or '49 might famish me important information aiding in establishing 
the titles. I have not been able to procure them. They are presumed to be 
among the Legislative records now boxed up and deposited in the basement 
of the College Library, and therefore for the present not accessible. 

The State House, and the personal property within the encloaure, I have 
assumed no jurisdiction, the same having been placed in charge of a spe- 
cial officer by an Act or resolution of the Legislature. 

The rook quarried for the completion of the New State House, much of 
which was conveyed and deposited on the line of Railroad for future use, 
the proprietor of the land upon which they have been placed, notified me 
that they must be removed from his premises or any other claimed by the 
State, within three months from date of notice; otherwise he would deem 
them forfeited. The Railroad leading from the State House to Granby I 
found in an utter state of dilapidation, about two-thirds of which had been 
taken up and removed — the remainder, together with what I could find, I 
collected together and sold it under a protest of a claimant based upon a con- 
tract or agreement between said claimant and the late General James Jones, 
Commissioner of State House. I disposed of it to Messrs Cameron and 
Barkley— one hundred and twenty (120) tons at twenty-five dollars (925) per 
ton. For investigation the amount was secured, and payable on the 1st of 
January. According to the original estimate furnished me by the Archi- 
tect there is a large deficiency, the whereabouts of which, thus far, I have 
not been able to trace. 

I hold a note on Maj. A. T. Goodwyn for one hundred and fifty dollars, 
($150,) and one on B. H. Knight for fifty, ($50,) given in consideration of 
three old mules that was in their possession at the time of surrender. Gen. 
James Griffith received one wagon and four mules and Maj. A. T. Norris, 
one mule, from the Quartermaster-General. They have not accounted for 
them. The Steam Engine that was erected on the Fair Grounds is now in 
possession of Dr. Ray subject to my order. I disposed of thirty one thous- 
and (31,000) old brick at nine dollars ($9,) per thousand, less three dollars 
($3,) per thousand for cleaning, hauling and delivering. 

The iron fence that formerly enclosed the old State gronads was donated 
to the South Carolina Collie. More than half of said iron has been stolen. 
The residue around the new chapel, together with what I found at a freedman't 
shopj I sold at the request of the Trustees of the Institution, and paid the 
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proceeds to the President of the College. The Commissioner for the Soldiers' 
Board of Relief have rendered to me no reports, save Spartanburg. I here- 
with enclose joa, marked F, all of whtch I respectfully submit to your Excel* 
lency. Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

[Signed] W. A. HARRIS, State Agent. 

Since signing the above report, I have had an interview with Dr. Ray. 
He positively declines to give up the steam engine referred to, and claims 
the same on behalf of the State Agricultural Society. 

[Signed] W. A. HARRIS State Agent. 



EXHIBIT "H." 

LETTER OF CAMERON, BARKLEY & CO. 

Charleston, S. C, Dec. 14, 1866. 
G. W. Tillman, Esq., Chairman Joint Committee 

Dear Sir : In answer to your esteemed favor, 10th inst., we will state 
that our books show purchase of one hundred and twenty-five (125) tons 
iron, from W. A. Harris, on account State South Carolina, at twenty-five 
dollars per ton, equal to $3,125, which amount has been duly paid over to 
Mr. Harris, and receipts in our possession. 

Hoping that this information will enable you to pursue your investigations 
successfully, 

We are very truly yours, 

CAMERON, BARKLEY & CO. 
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